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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 


news. 


And unfortunately much reporting is under the |Pressures of narrow provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 


threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and in 
communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 








at the Christmas season. 


ONSISTENT CHRISTMAS: Elaborate and costly Christmas greet- 
ing cards are quickly thrown away and forgotten, whereas a sub- 
scription to Between The Lines costs little more and lasts all year. And 
how hard it is to find gifts for friends and kin that will be really used 
and appreciated (who hasn’t a collection of white elephants from past 
Christmases?). Whether sent as greeting or gift, Between The Lines 
will be a consistent and meaningful remembrance for your most discrim- 
inating friends. And such a convenient way to shop for so many, so 
easily, and at just $2. for each yearly subscription .. 
subscriptions you send in, we will give you, without cost, a year’s ex- 
tension on your own subscription. 
An attractive Christmas gift card, announcing your gift, will be 
mailed in your name to each recipient on your list. Send in your gift 
subscription list today, so we can mail these announcements to arrive 


Have you sent Between The Lines to your minister, 
local library — to outstanding professors at your alma mater — 
lege students? All would eppreciate an introduction to this unusual information service. 


. For each five 


Congressman, school principal, 
to alert high school and col- 





Wells’ 





APPROPRIATE BOOKS for Christmas giving: Journey Into Light, 
timely interpretation of First Century Christianity for today, is a thoughtful 
gift suggestion. This handsome hardcover book of 142 pages, illustrated by the auth- 
or, is priced at $2.50 postpaid. Send us your list of those to whom you wish to give 
this penetrating book, and we will mail it direct with a gift card in your name. 


Charles A. 








Between The Lines, 152 Madison Ave., 


New York 16, N. Y. 








“What Can I Do?” 


Representatives of the military 
are appearing in an_ increasing 
number in high schools to present 
service in the armed forces as a 
singular challenge for young citi- 
zens. They make no mention of an 
alternative for those young people 
who might feel that their religious 
convictions demanded some other 
form of service to their country 
and fellow man. As a result, few 
young people are aware of their 
rights in this respect. (Girls are 
propagandized for the women’s 
auxiliaries, WAC, WAVES, etc.) 


A group of concerned Christian 
laymen across northern Indiana, 
who are alarmed over the increas- 
ing acceptance of militarism as a 
permanent attribute in American 
life, believe that young people 
should know that their country pro- 
vides “alternate service” for those 
who have religious convictions 
against participating in military 
training. A committee has been or- 
ganized to inform youth facing the 
draft of their right to alternative 
service as provided in the Selec- 
tive Training and Service Act. 

This committee arranges for 
teams of laymen to visit high school 


assemblies and present full infor- 
mation about alternate service and 
to offer guidance to individuals. 
Books, pamphlets, articles and news 
stories on alternate service are 
made available. 

Are the churches of your com- 
munity serving their Christian 
youth in this way? For further in- 
formation write The Committee on 
Full Information, Box 101, Nap- 
pannee, Indiana. 





Health & Medicine: A promis- 
ing increase in U. S.-Soviet coop- 
eration in the fields of health, sci- 
ence and cultural interests is emerg- 
ing out of the new and more 
friendly relationships. 

Negotiations are under way for 
agreements on joint medical re- 
search projects between the U. S. 
and the Soviet. Exchanges between 
scientists of the two countries are 
planned so that joint work in labor- 
atories in both countries may be 
coordinated for a more rapid ad- 
vance in public health problems. 

The UN World Health Organi- 
zation will use the joint U.S.-So- 
viet activities as a pattern for wid- 
er cooperation between all nations. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE AXE AT THE ROOT: There are factors of far reaching signifi- 
cance in the TV corruption expose that have not, at this writing, 
been sufficiently examined: 


(1) Top TV officials knew that the quiz shows were fixed as far 
back as 18 months ago, but did nothing. A Washington, D. C., Post writ- 
er charges that again, in September °58, the top TV officials and the cos- 
metic manufacturers, who sponsored the crooked quiz shows, discussed 
the problem, quarrelled and finally agreed to whitewash the whole affair. 


(2) Another Congressional committee investigating the relationship 
between the Federal Communication Commission and the TV networks— 
which it was supposed to regulate — found evidence of corruption. In- 
stead of following through on the evidence, that Congressional commit- 
tee fired its investigators and squashed the hearings! A sizeable number of 
Senators and Representatives are known to hold radio-TV investments, 
although politics played a larger role in hushing the investigation than did 
economic pressure. (N. Y. Times, Oct. 10.) Later Grand Jury investiga- 
tions ferreted out some of the questionable methods by which the FCC 
granted TV franchises. There were a few resignations, a little wrist-slap- 
ping and that was all. 


(3) Since these evidences of corruption go clear to the top on 
both sides (in TV circles and in the Government regulatory bodies, which 
were supposed to have been policing the industry), the important ques- 
tion is: Will the investigations stop with the dramatic offering of the sacri- 
ficial lambs — the quiz contestants ——on the altar of public morality? 
Will the recent flurry on the part of the FCC to clean up dishonest adver- 
tising on TV be continued or is it just scented Holy Water to cover up 
FCC shortcomings in the past? 


(4) “The squalor of the quiz mess goes all the way through the 
whole advertising business in radio-TV and the press,” stated the noted 
TV critic John Crosby (N. Y. Herald Tribune, Oct. 4). Anyone who 
wants to spend a few hours in the reference room of an adequate public 
library can verify the charges by Federal agencies that most cosmetics con- 
tain useless ingredients for which fabulous and fraudulent claims are made; 
that not only cosmetics, but highly advertised patent medicines and many 
other products, for which fraudulent claims are made, often contain harm- 
ful chemicals which manufacturers persist in using as long as they can 
possibly squirm past the law; that cigarette filters never have adequately 
filtered out the harmful ingredients in cigarette smoke as claimed (for the 
whole filter business comprises a gigantic fraud to keep cigarette sales up 
in the face of the cancer scare); that the advertisers of toothpaste, deodor- 
ants, cleansers and a thousand other products make dishonest claims daily. 


(5) In this most fortunate and abundant nation, with so many mil- 
lions of hard-working honest people in it, and with so many fine honest 
products that enrich our lives daily, isn’t it astonishing how crude mate- 
rialism can suddenly fasten itself on us and carry us off on a wild disas- 
trous bender? Isn’t this because we have accepted some false values as 
routine? Although we hold President Eisenhower in highest esteem and 
believe he deserves every recognition for his services, we must acknowledge 
also that he has accepted many favors that leave a grey area between ab- 
solutes in values. He was made wealthy by a special tax arrangement 
which gave him advantages in earnings on his book, Crusade In Europe, 
tax advantages denied to writers who have no other sources of income but 
their writings. And his Gettysburg farm has been, to a very considerable 
degree, stocked and equipped through gifts from corporations, organiza- 
tions and individuals of all kinds, even including the large gleaming kitch- 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


en. We honor our President greatly and do not accuse him of wrong-doing. 
We are just trying to explain why little men and women, who have been 
useful and honest citizens, get caught starry eyed in a wave of “something 
for nothing” and wind up on a dump heap of public exposure. 


P.S. Isn‘t it a relief to learn that those folks on the quiz shows weren't that smart 
after all? It got to be a mystery as to how the rest of us could still earn a living alongside of 
all those heads full of file cabinets. 


THAT WE MAY UNDERSTAND 


AVE you ever seen a nation’s industries paralyzed by distrust, suspi- 

cion and fear? Those who live where steel and autos are made have 
seen just that during recent weeks. Have you ever seen a nation’s arteries 
of transportation choked by bitterness and anger? We may all see that 
this coming winter — unless there is a miracle, or the Government inter- 
venes, establishing a precedent which will mark the day when free-enter- 
prise revealed its inadequacy to meet the requirements of a complex elec- 
tronic-industrial society. 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED? The most important factors have been 
smothered under management and labor union propaganda and skitterish 
press reporting that’s been afraid of tromping on important toes. A Sen- 
ate Sub-committee on monopoly in business, under the chairmanship of 
Sen. Kefauver, has been digging out the facts for three years. But just 
like the scandals and corruption in big time TV, which have been known 
all along by many people, the facts have been ignored because respect for 
truth and moral values have been secondary to profits and politics. 

(See BTL, May 1; also go to your public library and study the Senate Report on the 


hearings of Kefauver’s sub-committee on Anti-Trust and Monopoly which dealt with steel, 
autos, etc. — No. 1387, 85th Congress.) 


THE SENATE SUB-COMMITTEE on Anti-Trust and Monopoly 
months ago published these findings, which revealed that production of 
steel, autos and other industries — basic to our economy — were no 
longer subject to the regulatory influences of the free market but had 
become a law unto themselves. In former days when surpluses pushed 
prices down, thereby increasing consumption, when scarcity raised prices 
and thus increased production — it didn’t take a million dollars to make 
a blast furnace, to produce the first car or drill an oil well. The free 
market provided many opportunities for new ventures in competition. 
But by the end of World War II, the very size of the nation’s industries 
and the cost of modern machinery reduced competition in steel, autos, oil, 
transportation, communications. The few giant corporations in each field 
continue to proclaim loudly that competition still exists, but they move 
their prices up and down — mostly upward — with a uniformity that de- 
nies the loudest claim. The corporations finally redefined their methods 
of fixing prices in terms of “cost-pricing” instead of “market-pricing” to 
meet competition. Economists, needing more exact and explicit terms, re- 
labeled “‘cost-pricing” as “administered pricing.” The question has been 
boldly asked by business voices of late, “Why should there be price fluc- 
tuations since all the corporations who produce steel, autos, oil, etc., are 
in a similar position on wages, costs, distribution?” Therefore, whether 
there is a shortage or surplus on the market, the prices do not fluctuate 
except upward. Workers will always accept a raise in wages! 

GOOD MANAGEMENT ALWAYS SEEKS PROFIT oppor- 
tunities; that’s what they are paid for. So, if there is any opportunity to 
put prices up, it is done by the administrative heads of the corporations 
and not in reaction to the market. If there is no competition, the public 
has to pay the price or go without. Eventually the consumer will pay. Ad- 
ministered pricing explains why steel and autos have gone up in price 
steadily — even during years when there was a surplus of steel and autos 
and when prices in a free enterprise economy should have gone down. 
Because of this frozen wage-price system, there has been no way found 
to protect the consumer’s interest or to curb continued inflation. 

THE STORY OF TWO INDUSTRIES — steel and women’s 
clothing — illustrates this complex situation handily: There are about a 
million workers in the steel unions and approximately 500,000 in the 
Ladies Garment Workers Union. Figures compiled by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics show that while the general rise in living costs has been 23.7 
per cent since 1949, steel prices have gone up 88.2 per cent in the same 
period. The price of women’s garments have not gone up at all. (The 
profits in steel per ton have gone up 250 per cent since 1950. The profits 
in steel on the percentage of net worth rose from 11.2 per cent in 1953 
to 15 per cent in 1959 — Kefauver in the U. S. Senate, Sept. 1, 1959.) On 
the wage side, the general average of factory earnings has risen from 
$1.31 in 1949 to $2.20 in 1959. But steel wages have gone from $1.51 to 
$3.06 in the same period, while the garment workers wage has gone from 
$1.50 an hour to about $1.75. (The many special health and pension bene- 
fits, which the garment workers union has achieved by skillful manage- 
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The Tax Dodgers 


With the closing of the last session of Congress, another failure 
was recorded by those Senators who have been seeking to bring justice 
in taxation. Once more the giant oil corporations have been able to block 
any attempt to adjust the unfair and obsolete depreciation allowance of 
2712 per cent — which provides them a way of escaping millions in taxes 
that must be made up by other taxpayers. Roscoe Fleming of the Denver 
Post is one of the few columnists who has dared to explore this question. 
He points out that ten of the largest non-oil corporations paid a total of 
$2.1 billion in income taxes on a total net income of $4.7 billion, a tax of 
44 per cent. In contrast, ten of the 
largest oil corporations paid cor- 
porate income taxes of only $413 
million on about $3 billion of net 
income or less than 14 per cent. 
This wide difference in taxes comes 
almost entirely from the depletion 
allowance by which oil companies 
can subtract 27/2 per cent of their 
gross income before paying Feder- 
al taxes. “If the ten largest oil 
companies were taxed at the rate 
paid by the ten largest corporations 
that do not deal in oil, they would 
have paid about $1.3 billion in 
taxes rather than the $413 million 
they paid.” Standard Oil of New 
Jersey paid only $53 million Fed- 
eral tax on a net income of $858 
million last year—a tax rate of 
only 7 per cent compared with the 
average of 20 per cent paid by 
most small businessmen. 


part of the royalty on oil produc- 
tion. But by managing to get part 
of the royalty labelled “taxes,” oil 
companies can avoid further legiti- 
mate U. S. taxes.) This left Stand- 
ard with a net of $858 million on 
which the company paid but $53 
million to the U. S. Government. 
Furthermore, the public has been 
deliberately confused by false and 
misleading ads and publicity in 
which Standard claims their 1957 
tax to the U. S. and foreign gov- 
ernments totaled $2.3 billion, a 
figure which included U. S. con- 
sumer taxes. And who pays the 
consumer taxes? The customer, 
who pays 6 to 9 cents tax on 
every gallon of gas when he buys 
it. But Standard Oil took claim for 
this to cover up their own low tax 
payments, at rates denied to oth- 
er businessmen and taxpayers. 


The injustice of the situation 
cannot be corrected until the pub- 
lis becomes sufficiently informed to 
support the Congressmen who are 
leading the fight against the pow- 
erful and highly financed oil lobby 
in Washington. 


The depletion allowance law 
was passed at a time when the 
known resources in oil in this coun- 
try were limited, a condition that 
no longer holds as immense new 
oil resources have been discovered, 
along with huge pools abroad in 
which the American oil companies 
hold prior rights. 





THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE for 
1959 went to Philip Noel-Baker, 
a British Quaker credited by the 
Norwegian Parliament with having 
done “the most or best to further 
brotherhood ....to abolish or cut 
down standing armies and to.... 
further the work of peace con- 
gresses.” Mr. Noel-Baker stated, 


The oil corporations, with for- 
eign production, have still another 
gimmick for dodging taxes. Stand- 
ard of New Jersey actually made 
$1.2 billion net in 1957, before 
income taxes, but it paid $351 mil- 
lion “income taxes” to foreign gov- 
ernments, a sum that was subtract- 
ed from its net as reckoned under 
the present unjust U. S. income 
tax laws. (This $351 million paid 
to foreign governments is actually 


“War is a damnable filthy thing and 
has destroyed civilization after civ- 
ilization — that 
my beliefs.” 


is the essence of 
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ment and without added cost to the industry, lift the average wage to 
about parallel with the increase of living costs.) 


THE DIFFERENCE IS FOUND in that the garment industry 
has over 2,000 different employers or companies, while twelve corpora- 
tions make the nation’s entire steel output, with only three companies 
making about 60 per cent of the total. There is still much competition in 
the garment industry with thousands of different independent outlets over 
the nation, thus the market is still competitive and prices have continued 
to be regulated by shortages and surpluses and by the impact of new 
ideas. There is no uniformity of price, since a small company, with a new 
fashion idea, can be started quickly with relatively small capital and make 
a killing — though it might go broke the next year. The uniformity of 
price in the steel industry and the huge cost of steel making has blocked 
out competition. 

The disproportionate increase in steel prices, profits and wages 
is only explained by the evidences of monopolistic collusion between the 
giant steel corporations and the union leaders—a collusion that has 
been forwarded by agreements “under the table” between the steel man- 
agement and the union leaders whereby the management, after raising 
wages, used the “increased wage costs” as an excuse to boost prices and 
profits. This has happened year after year — until the rapid increase in 
automation and growing inflationary pressures have suddenly thrown a 
roadblock in front of such self-seeking policies. 

AUTOMATION IS FORCING A DECISION in both steel and 
railroads. As we previously reported, 55,000 fewer workers produced 8 
per cent more steel in 1959 than 1955 (Wash. D. C. Post, Oct. 6). And 
still the steel management claims that there are at least 10 per cent of 
their workers holding down jobs that are no longer needed, jobs the union 
contracts forbid curtailing. The steel stalemate has pivoted on conditions 
demanded by management in the new work contracts which would — on 
employment policies — enable management to make job changes. It is this 
same issue which has brought on the threatened railroad strike: Between 
1953 and 1959 the roads eliminated more than 350,000 men, dropping 
from 1.2 million employees to approximately 850,000. The railroad man- 
agement has boldly stated they want to drop 40,000 more firemen and 
40,000 brakemen from trains that are now on scheduled runs. Railroad 
management publicity describes the new high-speed trains which have 
only small automatic boilers for hot water and heat, but which still carry 
locomotive firemen with no fires to tend. Or trains with automatic brakes 
which still carry two or three brakemen. Then there are the old rules that 
count 100 miles as a day’s run, calling for eight hours pay — yet even 
freight trains now average 60 miles an hour. All this — plus automatic 
loading and freight handling. 

THE RAILROAD UNIONS have many answers to these charges. 
Some are sound: That high speed trains, for safety’s sake alone, need full 
crews and a shorter day’s work, since the strain is much greater for those 
who must operate them. But the main burden of the railroad unions’ ar- 
guments — which have been all but obliterated in the million dollar pub- 
licity campaign staged by railroad management against “feather bedding” 
— is in the right of the men who have served the railroads all their lives 
to have some claim to job protection. The unions charge that it’s the older 
men — 45 years and upward — who are let out and these men, knowing 
nothing but railroading, have little chance for other gainful employment; 
that the shift to automatic trains and freight handling should have been 
organized on a humanitarian basis instead of in the old time, dog-eat-dog 
fashion of a generation ago when workers’ families were sometimes left 
to starve in shacks along the right of ways, around the mills and mines. 


Doesn’t automation itself bespeak a new age? Just as the block 
long electronic machines must be set on deeper firmer foundations than 
their lighter, hand operated predecessors, must not automation be set on a 
deeper wider base of social and human responsibilities? Certainly if auto- 
mation is super-imposed over the business thinking and methods of a gen- 
eration ago, the machine will become a monster and make monsters 
of men. 

THE HOPEFUL FACT is that scores of America’s leading cor- 
porations, and hundreds of smaller ones, have adjusted to automation 
without unjust penalties to their employees. The American press would 
do well to recognize the news value in major articles on the big com- 
panies that do not have strikes. Many operate various types of profit- 
sharing systems which involve their employees personally in the overall 
welfare of the company and which recognize the principle of seniority in 
job security. Racketeer labor leaders can’t get power over such employees, 
hence racketeer labor leaders fight profit-sharing and various incentive 


programs. Wise management leaders are becoming increasingly interested 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 


Russians Visit U. S. Workers’ Homes 
Sixteen Russian housing authorities recently toured the U.S. to 


inspect American housing projects. 


During the American exposition in Moscow, the Russian press 
expressed much doubt and cynicism about the American standard of living 
as displayed in the U.S. exhibits. They questioned that the American 
“worker’s” home at the exhibition really represented the “average Amer- 
ican family home.” This question is one of the most sensitive spots in 
U.S.-Soviet relations. The films of Khrushchev’s visit to the U.S., which 


are featured now in Soviet movie 
houses, carefully omit scenes of 
U. S. community life. The harass- 
ing question which party leader- 
ship tries to dodge and bury is: “If 
capitalism provides so much abun- 
dant living while Communist pro- 
duction of consumer goods drags 
far behind, what’s so bad about 
capitalism?” But, despite all the 
quibbling, the Soviet has sent their 
16 top specialists on housing to 
appraise American housing meth- 
ods, construction techniques and 
community planning. 

American builders and Federal 
housing officials who are accom- 
panying the Russian visitors report 
that the Soviet architects and con- 
struction specialists in the Russian 
party are obviously impressed and 
are quite frank in their expressions 
of appreciation and approval of 
American housing standards. As 
they visit suburban areas with 
supermarket shopping centers, au- 
tomat laundries, etc., they are vis- 
ibly entranced and enchanted by 
the warm reception given them by 
the average housewife into whose 
kitchen they peek and whose homes 
they are free to inspect from base- 
ment to attic—or the modern 
split-level equivalent thereof! The 
average American homemaker, 
seemingly free from the hate-mon- 
gering that fills much of the press 
and radio and TV, welcomes them, 
asks them to have coffee and en- 
joy some of her last batch of bak- 
ing. (Probably a ready-mix or 
something she took out of the 
freezer when she saw them com- 
ing up the walk.) 

The tour will become a good will 
project of unlimited dimensions as 
the experts return home and relay 
their impressions to thousands of 
other Russian leaders. 


is It True? 


The charges in the Russian press 
that the picture of the American 
homelife and standard of living is 
false have caused some soul search- 
ing among housing and family in- 
come experts in this country. A re- 
sult of some of these surveys ap- 
peared in the N. Y. Times on Aug- 
ust 24 but got little attention else- 
where. 

While the close examination of 
the way the average family lives 
sustained all of America’s claims 
for a happy, prosperous homelife, 
some agonizing points of tensions 
and danger were also revealed. The 


average family was found to earn 
about $4,971 a year—and to spend 
$4,971 a year, the savings none! An 
average monthly budget runs thus: 
Housing (mortgage payments, taxes, 
etc.) $76. Gas, electricity, $11. 
Food, $125. Clothes, $20. Trans- 
portation to work and_ school, 
lunches, $30. Telephone, $6.50. 
Medical (hospital insurance), $8. 
Dental, $10. Drugs, $8. Insurance 
policies ($17,500) totaling on the 
average $10. Entertainment, $12. 
Charity and gifts, $15. Car upkeep, 
gasoline, $12. These items com- 
pletely consume the $415 monthly 
take-home pay. 


But even this is not the whole 
story: Budget experts quickly spot 
the falseness of the $12 a month 
for car maintenance; unless the 
family drives very little and the 
head of the house is a good me- 
chanic, the cost would double or 
triple that amount. (Also the car, 
on the average, would be an old 
model — far from the “American 
ideal” portrayed in slick advertis- 
ing. On such a budget, a family 
does not dare turn in their car un- 
til their transportation investment 
has made a maximum return with 
an average mileage of 90,000 miles 
or more.) 


A more realistic estimate is that 
$40 a month goes to the mainte- 
nance of a car in the average fam- 
ily which means that the average 
family is in arrears on their budg- 
et from $300 to $400 a year. This 
and other inadequate allowances in 
the above budget add to the gath- 
ering indebtedness which is hidden 
in the time payment system. Most 
families use credit to stretch out 
their income, enabling them to crip- 
ple along until their indebtedness 
becomes a pressing problem. Then 
mother goes to work. In the aver- 
age family, while the children are 
young and the mother cannot seek 
employment, the indebtedness slow- 
ly builds up; as their credit and re- 
sources reach the breaking point 
the wife and mother often seeks 
employment before she should leave 
her younger children. 


Russian social scientists believe 
they have a more frank and real- 
istic approach to the problem of 
their family budget: They concede 
that the standard of living of the 
average Russian family is only 
about half that enjoyed in Ameri- 
ca, in terms of amount of money 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Is It True? 


available for food and _ clothing. 
But the Russian system includes ef- 
ficiently maintained and operated 
state-directed nurseries in every 
apartment block or collective farm 
center; here skilled nurses and 
women doctors give them expert 
care so that the mother may be 
gainfully employed as soon as her 
young children can be left in the 
nursery. Throughout the world, so- 


(continued) 

cial scientists are now observing 
that a high standard of living can 
only be attained in most circum- 
stances through the employment of 
the wife and mother outside the 
home. Since Russia took the lead 
in the independent employment of 
women a whole generation axe, 
Russian social scientists are taking 
credit for advanced views and ex- 
perimentation in this field. 


Propaganda by the War Makers 


Remember, when headlines flared over the “Communist invasions” 
of Laos a few weeks back, how you were told that Red armies were pour- 
ing in from Communist Red China and Communist Viet-Nam? Now, 
however, some of the more responsible U.S. papers have published the 
observations of veteran British correspondents in Asia which reveal the 
gross exaggerations in the early reports headlined in this country. Repre- 
sentatives of the London Observer, the Manchester Guardian and Reuters 
all agree that the fighting in Laos has never been more than small skir- 
mishes in which there were but a very few casualties. The Laos Govern- 


ment itself concedes that there is 
little evidence of any infiltration of 
armed troops from Communist 
North Viet-Nam or from Red 
China. The Laos Government, 
early in the fighting, offered $125. 
reward for the capture of each 
North Vietnamese prisoner. None 
has been brought in so far although 
the reward amounts to a fortune in 
that jungle country. 


Western observers in Laos urge 
that American troops be kept out 
of the dispute, for the presence of 
U. S. military forces will invite 
powerful intervention from Com- 
munist Red China and North Viet- 
Nam. As long as American troops 
stay out it remains essentially a do- 
mestic struggle. What is needed, the 
correspondents agree, is a UN po- 
lice force that could supervise the 
re-establishment of political justice 
in the country. The “Communist” 
forces in North Laos are believed 
to contain few genuine indoctrinat- 
ed Communists. The insurgents are 
made up chiefly of disgruntled 
North Laos units of the old guer- 
rilla warfare brigades who long 
fought against the French imperial 
forces. 


Now the UN committee, sent to 
investigate the uprising in Laos, has 
reported in similar vein. It will like- 
ly be accused of belittlins the Com- 
munist threat, although independ- 
ent British news observers have 
corroborated this view. The Com- 
munist threat in Laos ts real, but its 
threat is indigenous, arising from 
within the poverty and despair of 
the Laotians — aided by agitation 
and smuggled weapons from out- 
side. It is a threat, however, for 
which the free world has provided 
few defenses despite all the billions 
spent on armaments. (Washington 
Post, Sept. 11; N. Y. Times, Sept. 
22; Manchester Guardian, Sept. 
21.) The visit of UN Secretary Dag 
Hammarskjold to Laos will un- 
doubtedly dampen further the ten- 


sions that have arisen out of the 
earlier distortions of fact. 


A Congressional committee in- 
vestigation of conditions in Laos 
(House Report No. 546), which 
preceded the outbreak of military 
skirmishes, featured these  con- 
clusions: 


(1) American aid was pumped 
into Laos faster than the economy 
could absorb it, causing excessive 
inflation, doubling the cost of liv- 
ing for the common people and 
promoting profiteering on a vast 
scale. (2) Much of the overspend- 
ing was the direct result of the 
State Dept.’s determination (under 
Dulles) to maintain a 25,000 Laos 
army despite contrary recommen- 
dations by U. S. military chiefs. 
(3) American aid was concentrated 
in the area around the capital, 
Vientiane, where the corruption 
and misuse of American funds be- 
came flagrant. (4) Neither the di- 
rector of the U. S. mission nor 
his successor showed any aware- 
ness of the real state of affairs. 


The Committee obtained proof 
of the acceptance of bribes by U. S. 
officials from American construc- 
tion firms dealing with the mission 
and secured proof that the same 
U. S. personnel, upon resigning 
their positions with the mission, 
became high-paid employees of the 
same contracting firms to whom 
they had awarded lucrative con- 
tracts on the ground in Laos. There 
was steady pilfering by some who 
served in the U. S. mission. 


While inflamed headlines told of 
the threat of “communism in Laos” 
and speeches filled Congress about 
the threat, these findings in Con- 
gress were ignored. Do the “cham- 
pions of freedom” in and out of 
Congress really want to stop com- 
munism or are they more interest- 
ed just in keeping the defense con- 
tracts rolling? 


X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


in the 19th century German capitalist Van Thunen’s theory of the natural 
wage which, in over-simplified form, indicates “that in an expanding econ- 
omy, in addition to an amount necessary for substistence, each working 
uni¢ must have access to interest from investment.” 


This theory would keep the solution of labor problems and wages out of the sphere 
of politics and in the area of economics, by contrast to Marx’s theory of abolishing private 
property and moving distribution into the political area of government management, which 
leads to man’s secrificing both political and economic freedom and justice. (See The Signifi- 
cance of Von Thunen’s Theery of Wages for Profit Sharing and a Free Economy by J. J. Jeh- 
ring, published by the Profit Sharing Research Foundation, 1718 Sherman Ave., Evanston, Hl. 
This organization is an excellent source for reference materials on profit-sharing programs and 
how they work in specific companies, such as Sears Roebuck, Nunn-Bush Shoe Co., Lincoln 
Electric, Jewel Tea, American Velvet, S. C. Johnson (wax) and many others. The Council of 
Profit Sharing Industries is located at 400 W. Madison, Chicago 6, Ill.) 


WHAT WILL HAPPEN NOW? 

f¥\ HE hard lesson the steel strike is teaching is that free bargaining can 
i] only continue as public interest is respected. When special interests, 
be they those of management or the unions, take precedence over the 
public interest, then Government action becomes inevitable. President 
Eisenhower has plead for “self-discipline” on the part of both manage- 
ment and labor leaders. But, as one Washington observer put it, “There is 
no tough labor union negotiator, no hard bitten management negotiator 
in all the country who can accept so hopeful a view of human nature.” 


As a result it is very likely that Congress will be called upon to 
pass legislation establishing an agency of some sort that can impose peace- 
tul settlements on giant corporations and giant unions when they refuse 
to put the national interest first. Will this be compulsory arbitration, negat- 
ing another area of free enterprise? As we have suggested on several pre- 
vious occasions, some kind of Courts of Industrial Relations will have to 
be established where the facts can be presented and be evaluated — not 
through propaganda and high priced ads, as has been the case of the steel 
and railroad disputes, but by impartial fact-finders. The findings of such 
courts would have great influence on the public mind and in most in- 
stances bring about a settlement. The court’s findings need not be enforced 
by law until management or labor had refused to accept the impartial 
judgment of those who put the national welfare first. Some such solution 
will have to come. The amount of liberty left in our economy will depend 


on the amount of respect for the common welfare held by both sides. 
Some of the most conservative pro-management commentators in the nation, conceding 
that Taft-Hartley is a temporary solution that favors management and_ penalizes 
labor, suggest that this injunction machinery be adjusted to put the re-opened plants under Gov- 
ernment operation for the duration of the injunction period, during which time the Government 
would get the operating profits. This solution, say its very conservative backers, would leave 
both labor and management at equal disadvantage during the cooling-off period but would 
protect the public interest. 


NOTES ON PEACE AND POLITICS 


ISARMAMENT Conference to start soon: A ten-nation, United Na- 
tions conference will convene in Geneva shortly after January 1 to 
study the Khrushchev proposal for total disarmament. The U. S., as a 
member of this Conference, will advocate the following agenda: (1) What 
type of international police force should be established to preserve peace 
and security? (2) What principles of international law should govern the 
use of such a force? (3) What internal security forces, in precise terms, 
would be required by the nations if existing armaments are abolished? 


These proposals are based on the assumption that the U.S.S.R. 
agrees to an adequate inspection system guaranteeing that the terms of 
disarmament would not be violated. Inspection and the amount and na- 
ture of the arms retained by each country for its internal security will be 
the focal points of controversy, as forecast in our issue of Nov. 1. 


N ENCOURAGING CHANGE in American politics may soon be in 
A evidence as international cooperation and peace become better cam- 
paizn issues than fear and war. During the last decade many candidates 
and political hopefuls have used exaggerated fears of communism and 
hysteria about war with Russia as political tools. Public opinion polls in- 
dicate that Vice President Nixon has gained considerable popular rating 
by his conspicuous part in inspiring the Eisenhower-Khrushchev exchange 
of visits. This, despite the fact that the right wing GOP extremists, who 
have considered Nixon “their boy,” have warned him against “left-wing” 
trends, forcing the Vice President to make statements that negate any 
personal endorsement of more friendly relations with the Soviet. It now 
appears that Gov. Rockefeller of New York won the old guard GOP sup- 
port away from Nixon by “talking tough” about Russia. Nevertheless, 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Senator Humphreys and other hopefuls are evidenc- 
ing the conviction that peace now is a better campaign platform than fear 
and war. A letter to your political favorite now will influence this trend. 
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